
CHESHIRE JUNIOR SQUASH REPORT 
2021-2022 SEASON 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

First full year back since covid, very much a rebuilding year as squash’s very delayed start 
due to the sports unsuitability for Covid transmission, meant we lost a lot of juniors to 
quicker returning sports.  We reengaged with Cheshire clubs and coaches and started to 
bring our programme back online. 

   

CHESHIRE JUNIOR SQUASH GRAND PRIX 
 

A full season of 7 events was run with over 60 competitors competing in at least 1 event.  It 
was great to see it back up and running, with the juniors enjoying their squash in a semi 
competitive but more importantly FUN environment.  The overall Grand Prix winner for the 
21-22 season was Ben Jackson from Grove Park Squash Club.  A big thank you to 
305SQUASH for sponsoring the Grand prix and providing all the prizes.     

 

CHESHIRE JUNIOR COACHING PROGRAMME 
 

Halfway through the season we relaunched our Cheshire Junior Squash Coaching 
programme.  We ran 3 weekends of coaching sessions open to all standards just to get 
everyone involved and get the programme up and running again. This is with a view to 
relaunching a Cheshire Junior talent pathway programme again in 22-23 season which will 
include future stars sessions alongside A & B Squads. 

 

CHESHIRE JUNIOR COUNTY CLOSED 
 

This took place right at the end of the season once we had given the players chance to get 
back into it, please see below the county champions. 

 

Boys Under 19 – Charles Keeble 

Boys Under 17 – Charles Keeble 



Boys Under 15 – Fred Vaughan Hawkins 

Boys Under 13 – Joseph Mather 

Girls Under 19 – Isabel Sargent 

Girls Under 17 – Isabel Sargent 

Girls Under 15 – Bea Lomas 

Girls Under 13 – Holly Hale 

 

ENGLAND SQUASH JUNIOR INTER COUNTIES 
 

England Squash put the Inter Counties Championships on at the last minute this season.  
Cheshire Managed to field a Boys Under 19,17, 15 and 13 team alongside a Girls Under 15 
Team.  All teams represented the county very well and were all very competitive in their 
respective competitions. 

 

NORTHERN CUP 
 

In the first resurrection of the Northern Cup since Covid.  Cheshire took on Cumbria, 
Northumbria, Merseyside, Lancashire and Durham & Cleveland in a mixed Under 13 and & 
15 competitions.  Cheshire where champions in both age groups! 

 

REVIEW 
 

All in all, a successful first full season back, seeing lots of juniors returning and many new 
faces.  It puts us in a great position to grow into the 2022-2023 season. 

 

Pete Billson & Anna Vaughan Hawkins 

Cheshire Junior County Coaches 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



CSRA AGM 2022/ LADIES LEAGUE REPORT: 
 
The League has shrunk to 24 teams in total for the 22/ 23 season, three 
fewer than the previous season. 
 
Bollington 1 and 2, Bowdon 2 and Northern Manchester 4 all withdrew before 
the start of the season and Northern Crosby 1 withdrew shortly after fixtures 
had started. On the plus side, we gained Cheetham Hill for the 1st Division and 
Heswall regained the 2nd team which they'd lost during the pandemic. 
 
We have been left with a 1st division of 6 teams playing each other three times 
and two 2nd divisions of 9 each, divided geographically east/ west. 
 
Apart from a couple of walkover matches in Div 2b, turnout has been much 
steadier that during 21/ 22, when Covid was still affecting player availability. 
However, I do feel - and the team losses bear this out - that the League has yet 
to regain the energy of pre-pandemic years. 
 
This rather muted enthusiasm is not helped by the fact that as numbers fall, the 
travelling gets further and the ability gap gets wider - it is impossible to promise 
players a match of appropriate standard within 30 minutes' drive. 
 
There is another issue to factor in - for many years, the majority of ladies' teams 
have had to organise/ prepare their own food. Most clubs offer the use of 
kitchen facilities but some do not so we have a situation where the teams have 
to order in, go out or offer a cold supper. 
 
This situation does seem to have worsened since the pandemic and is surely a 
disincentive to new teams. Even some clubs who cater for the men's teams do 
not seem to think it worth their while to do it for a single ladies' team on a 
Monday night ... #squashgirlscan but it seems a few #squashclubscan't! 
 
Looking ahead, we desperately need to recruit new teams and  preferably 
from within the existing area - hopefully Bollington will return, Cheetham 
Hill is optimistic of fielding a 2nd team next season and Chester have found 
potential new recruits in their new home at Chester Rugby Club (which sort of 
makes up for having to serve cold food I guess ...) 
 
NWCSL kindly circulated an appeal on our behalf early in the season and there 
was one response, from Rochdale, who said they would be looking at 23/ 24 
before they could join the League. We will try again during the 2nd half. 
 
Jane Wood (League Secretary) 



 
 
 



Proposal for the Reimbursement of County Match Expenses – Cheshire Squash 
 
Background 
In the year 2021/22, Cheshire Squash income has been derived only from NW Squash development, 
Cheshire Ladies League and sponsorship and entry fees from the Cheshire Closed Tournament.  In 
this financial year, there was no income from NW Counties League. This financial year (22/23), the 
picture has changed and we have received funding from both NWCSL and ES. 
 
Reimbursement of County match expenses has always proved to be a difficult balance of supporting 
players to be involved with County Squash whilst ensuring sustainability in the County’s finances.   
Details of the current reimbursement levels are included at the end of this document. 
Looking at what other Counties provide in terms of financial support for their county players, 
Cheshire has generally been extremely generous. 
 
Proposal 
It has been suggested that more senior teams should not be reimbursed for the costs they incur with 
playing county squash.  Whilst I would not recommend this action, realistic limits for such 
reimbursement are required.  I am sure that the vast majority of players want only to have the costs 
of their weekend playing on behalf of the County covered, so the following proposal hopes to ensure 
that players are not significantly out-of-pocket. 
 
We are all aware of the increasing costs of fuel although our current limit of 20p per mile will, for 
most cars, cover the cost of fuel.  I therefore do not propose any change to this. 
 
The real area for dispute is in the reimbursement of hotel accommodation costs.  
Feedback from captains is that these are significantly increasing, especially if they are booked last 
minute.  
To reduce these costs, team captains should reserve rooms as much in advance of the event as 
possible. 
Team players should share rooms unless there is a specific reason this is not possible.  In this event, 
it must be approved by the County Captain and the Treasurer notified before the match takes place.  
For a team of 5, a maximum of 3 rooms and for a team of 3, 2 rooms will be reimbursed. 
The reimbursement rate will be limited to £100 per shared room for masters teams and £120 per 
shared room for first teams. 
There is no limit on the amount that can be spent on hotel accommodation, but the County will 
support only to the above rates. 
Payment will be made only on completion of a claim form and submission of receipts.  These should 
be received by the Treasurer for the whole team (although separate forms for individuals can be 
submitted together), so that the total team cost is transparent. 
 
Another area for problems is the reimbursement of travelling expenses where players travel home 
between matches and claim two mileage allowances.  In future, payment will be made only to a 
maximum of half the cost of a hotel room for the night (or less if the mileage allowance would be 
lower). 
 
As with all claims, reimbursement is based on completion of the claim form and submission of 
receipts. 
 



It is not the remit of the Treasurer to make judgement of the appropriateness of individual 
reimbursement claims.  Any dispute will be referred to the County Captain. 
 
Current Levels of Reimbursement of Costs 
 

 Amount Notes 
Professional players  * £50 per match First team only 
Travelling expenses + 20p per mile Home to venue and return by postcode 
Subsistence allowance £15 per head Overnight stay 

 
*professional - total income is derived from squash.  
+ - maximum of 2 cars per team for team of 5 (unless specifically authorised by the County Captain) 
 



 

 
 REREREE’S REPORT  

CHESHIRE SQUASH A.G.M. 
2022 

Refereeing has changed, worldwide. 
So now it is time for change and to bring all Cheshire & Northwest counties refereeing into the 2020s. 

What are the changes.  
World Squash Officiating (WSO) are in charge of the recruit and development of all refereeing worldwide.   
Making a WSO Level 2 graded Referee (Tournament Grade in old money) in Manchester, the same 
standard as their counterpart in Rio de Janeiro, Cape Town or Kuala Lumpa. 

Where do Cheshire Referees stand.  
Cheshire still have a compliment of Referees, Ged Shields WSO Level 2, Mick Broomhall WSO Level 1, Matt 
Uren WSO Level 1, Level 2 Pending, also Joss Garvey and Robbie Blair as yet not registered with WSO.  
 

REFEREES TOURNAMENTS 
 

Ged Shields  
In April, he took part in the PSA Challenge at Northern Crosby, in May also the Masters Home 
Internationals held in Nottingham, The Chapel Allerton Open in September and the Northern Masters 
September/October, he also attended the British Junior Championships at the end of October, the County 
closed in November and will be attending the Pontefract Gold this coming weekend. 
 

Mick Broomhall 
Mick took part in a number of events for England Squash showing his commitment, His attendance 
included Five Nations at Warwick, a PSA Challenge in Merseyside, National clubs in Sheffield, Regional 
Masters events and British Universities Championships event at Nottingham and the British Junior 
championships at the end of October and the County Closed in November. 
 

Matt Uren 
Last November, Matt attended a Referees workshop at Lymm Squash Club following that he registered 
with the WSO and gained a level 2 in theory, he will need to gain more experience and to have several 
appraisals with England Squash to gain the full Level 2. Matt is currently gaining experience Refereeing for 
NWCSL. He also attended as a Referee at the county closed in November. 
 

Robbie Blair  
Robbie is not currently registered with WSO, but he referees for the NWCSL. He also attended as a Referee 
at the county closed in November. 
 

Joss Garvey 
Joss has retired from England Squash Refereeing, she is happy to Referee for the NWCSL and for the 
County, we are lucky she stays active and she Refereed at the County closed. 
 

From the start of this season, I took over the Referees Co-ordinator’s duties for the NWCSL from Joss 
Garvey. I would like to thank her for the support she has shown to me and all referees she has worked with 
over 32 years in that post. 
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I am proposing 
In the initial stage, with the cooperation of the County associations and NWCSL, I would like to run at least 
one Referee or Marker’s workshop across all six NWSCL Divisional zones, this is to promote the 
understanding of Referring and to encourage the attendees to consider becoming a Referee themselves, 
also I am organising appraisals for the Referees that are not as yet registered with WSO or not attending 
England Squash Events where they would get appraisals and encouragement for their ongoing 
development 
 

I am assured that soon there will be a new England Squash approved Marker Awareness workshop, I am 
working with Steve Eccles to deliver two levels of workshop, first the full Refereeing workshop which is a   
4-hour course, this covers from marking WSO level 1 up to WSO Level 3 (National grade) and the New 
Markers Awareness Workshop will cover WSO Level O to and including Level 1 
 
Following an invitation from the Cheshire Ladies League, On Sunday 6th November I delivered a basic 
marking course to an audience of 5 which was a success, as there is no current syllabus for this course that 
would be a WSO Level 0, In the meantime, if any club would like of me to deliver this course, I would be 
happy too. 
I must stress that this is not sanctioned by the WSO or England Squash.  
 
The Referees page seems to have disappeared from the website.       
I would like a Referee’s page to be put on the website with my details asking Clubs that could be interested 
in organising a full WSO Referee’s workshop. 

 
 

GED SHIELDS  
Cheshire Squash Referee Co-Ordinator 



Jane Law – Personal Notes 
England Squash Council Meeting 30 November 2022 
 
CEO update – document attached 
 

 
 
Safeguarding  
Discussion in breakout groups (briefing document attached) – to make suggestions of how the 
following can be addressed:   
 

 
• What support do County Associations (Cas) need from ES to ensure high quality safeguarding 

standards are maintained across the sport? 
Suggestions – Guidance through model procedures/ flow chart of actions, some definition of the role 
within County Association since at Club level this is covered.  Attention to CAs responsibilities at 
County-organised events.  Information sharing through standardised forms.  Sharing information 
with different sports.  Co-ordination of training/ provision. 

• How can ES support Cas to develop meaningful relationship with Club Welfare Officers 
across their county? 

Suggestions - Communication – Website links.  Provision of information/ flow charts of actions 
• How can CAs and ES work together to engage young people in the design and 

communication of safeguarding best practice? 
Suggestions - Involve players in the talent pathway/ reward  for participation (?points).  Ensure that 
safeguarding is a part of the training in Universities for sports management courses. 
Other groups may have made additional suggestions.  Example of rural involvement improvement 
through publicising in Community newsletter 
 
Young People in Squash (briefing paper attached) 
 

 
It was reported that 80% of the reduction in participation of traditional racquet sports (including 
squash) since Covid has been in the 16-34 age group.  Group discussion regarding questions around 
involving young people in playing squash 
There are examples of engaging with different age groups.  Needs to be some focus on diversity. 
 
  



Cost of Living 
 

 
Of concern since may affect participation especially in areas of deprivation.  Could be court closures 
especially in Sports centres cf publicity around closure of swimming pools. 
There are charities who can support individuals to play – eg Rackets Cubed and Squash squared.  
Involvement could be by contacting Local Activity Partnerships. 
 
 

Items on the Agenda for Information 
 
Climate and Ecological Emergency 
 
Briefing paper attached 

 
 
Competitions and Events 
 
Briefing paper attached 
 

 
 
Digital 
 
Attached 
 

 
 
Membership and Affiliation 
 
Attached 
 

 
This change potentially has implications for the funding received from ES.  The proposal is that the 
levy for court for affiliated Clubs will remain, with little change to the current levy fee.  The amount 



allocated to the County would remain.  What will change is the requirement for Clubs to provide ES 
with a list of their members and the County allocation of this will cease.  Individuals will need to 
become individual members of ES and the cost of this will be according to their involvement in 
squash – see paper for details. 
For the county, it will depend on whether NWCSL require players to become ES members (and at 
what level) to play in the league. 
 
Participation and Inclusion 
 

 
 
Paper includes various examples of increasing participation. 
I think this is an area that Cheshire needs to focus upon.  Juniors are generally well catered for at 
County level.  Adult grass roots level participation is an area where we could make a difference. 
Junior participation at Club level also a potential target. 



Proposal for the Reimbursement of County Match Expenses – Cheshire Squash 
 
Background 
In the year 2021/22, Cheshire Squash income has been derived only from NW Squash development, 
Cheshire Ladies League and sponsorship and entry fees from the Cheshire Closed Tournament.  In 
this financial year, there was no income from NW Counties League. This financial year (22/23), the 
picture has changed and we have received funding from both NWCSL and ES. 
 
Reimbursement of County match expenses has always proved to be a difficult balance of supporting 
players to be involved with County Squash whilst ensuring sustainability in the County’s finances.   
Details of the current reimbursement levels are included at the end of this document. 
Looking at what other Counties provide in terms of financial support for their county players, 
Cheshire has generally been extremely generous. 
 
Proposal 
It has been suggested that more senior teams should not be reimbursed for the costs they incur with 
playing county squash.  Whilst I would not recommend this action, realistic limits for such 
reimbursement are required.  I am sure that the vast majority of players want only to have the costs 
of their weekend playing on behalf of the County covered, so the following proposal hopes to ensure 
that players are not significantly out-of-pocket. 
 
We are all aware of the increasing costs of fuel although our current limit of 20p per mile will, for 
most cars, cover the cost of fuel.  I therefore do not propose any change to this. 
 
The real area for dispute is in the reimbursement of hotel accommodation costs.  
Feedback from captains is that these are significantly increasing, especially if they are booked last 
minute.  
To reduce these costs, team captains should reserve rooms as much in advance of the event as 
possible. 
Team players should share rooms unless there is a specific reason this is not possible.  In this event, 
it must be approved by the County Captain and the Treasurer notified before the match takes place.  
For a team of 5, a maximum of 3 rooms and for a team of 3, 2 rooms will be reimbursed. 
The reimbursement rate will be limited to £100 per shared room for masters teams and £120 per 
shared room for first teams. 
There is no limit on the amount that can be spent on hotel accommodation, but the County will 
support only to the above rates. 
Payment will be made only on completion of a claim form and submission of receipts.  These should 
be received by the Treasurer for the whole team (although separate forms for individuals can be 
submitted together), so that the total team cost is transparent. 
 
Another area for problems is the reimbursement of travelling expenses where players travel home 
between matches and claim two mileage allowances.  In future, payment will be made only to a 
maximum of half the cost of a hotel room for the night (or less if the mileage allowance would be 
lower). 
 
As with all claims, reimbursement is based on completion of the claim form and submission of 
receipts. 
 



It is not the remit of the Treasurer to make judgement of the appropriateness of individual 
reimbursement claims.  Any dispute will be referred to the County Captain. 
 
Current Levels of Reimbursement of Costs 
 

 Amount Notes 
Professional players  * £50 per match First team only 
Travelling expenses + 20p per mile Home to venue and return by postcode 
Subsistence allowance £15 per head Overnight stay 

 
*professional - total income is derived from squash.  
+ - maximum of 2 cars per team for team of 5 (unless specifically authorised by the County Captain) 
 



Cheshire SRA 
Website Report 2022 
 
Introduction 
The current Cheshire Website has been available to view for several years and fulfils several 
important functions. 
It is primarily a channel of communication between the Cheshire SRA and the clubs and 
players in the county. It is not yet the first go to place for immediate information, but it 
should be a place where information remains for longer that other social media outlets. 
It is also a place where information from Governing bodies, such as England Squash can be 
relayed to Cheshire Clubs and players. 
The website should also be the place to store archive material and made available to future 
Cheshire Squash members. 
We have till now only scratched the surface of the potential of the website. We would be so 
much more effective, and save a lot of time and effort if we adopted some of the following 

• Communication directly with players, or groups of players by email 
• Competition entry directly via the website entry forms 
• Direct payment to the above on the website 
• Raise revenue with sponsored links 
• Etc 

 
Website name: cheshiresquash.net 
Registered till September 23. 2023. Cost $18. Set to Auto-renew on August 24. 2023 
 
Hosted on wordpress.com 
Current plan: Business ( cost $499. Expires July 23. 2023) 
Other plans available: 

1. Personal @ $3.50 per month, billed every two years 
Best for personal use: 
Boost website with a custom domain name, and remove all WordPress.com advertising.  
Unlock unlimited, expert customer support via email. 
6GB storage space 
 

2. Premium @$7.50 per month 
Best for freelancers:  
Build a unique website with advanced design tools, CSS editing, lots of space for audio 

and video,  
Google Analytics support, and the ability to monetize your site with ads. 
13GB Storage Space 
Paypal enable, 
Advanced social media. 
 

3. Business plan include: 
Install plugins 
Install themes 
SEO tools 

  



 
Site email : cheshiresquash.net 
Eg alan@cheshiresquash.net is redirected to alanbatch1@gmail.com 
 
Current emails are: 

	
alan@cheshiresquash.net redirected to alanbatch1@gmail.com	
chair@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to kirstywest@msn.com	Verification	required	

Resend	verification	email	
championships@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	roy.lomas@sky.com	
coaching@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to billson_pr@yahoo.co.uk	Verification	required	

Resend	verification	email	
contact@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to polly.woodward1@gmail.com	
GH@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	G.heward@outlook.com	
Juniorsquash@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	billson_pr@yahoo.co.uk	Verification	
required	

Resend	verification	email	
Kirsty@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	kirstywest@msn.com	Verification	required	

Resend	verification	email	
Ladiessquash@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	JWood73197@aol.com	
Martin@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	martinjohnwren@btinternet.com	Verification	
required	

Resend	verification	email	
President@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	anickeas@aol.com	Verification	required	

Resend	verification	email	
Racketball@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	G.heward@outlook.com	
Referee@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	gedshields@hotmail.com	
roy@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to roy.lomas@sky.com	
teams@cheshiresquash.net	redirected to	robblair1957@googlemail.com	
treasurer@cheshiresquash.net	jane@lawojjj4.f9.co.uk	Verification	required	
 
 
  
Plugins: 
The website has available several plugins including: 
Mailchimp for wordpress enabling Email distribution to subscribers 
Nextgen gallery for photos 
WP forms, enabling form building to collect data 
Events calendar  
And others 
 
Appearance 
The appearance of the website is determined by themes, which can be changed or 
customised 
There are many to choose from and an expert web manager could easily update the current 
theme 
 
 



Site Content 
Pages 
The site contains many pages, accessed by links either from the top menu of from links 
within the pages,  
or even not publicly visible depending on current need. 
The admin page is password protected. 
New pages can be added at any time. 
 
Documents on the website: certain documents need to be available for download. 
E.g Safeguarding 
Articles of Association 
Junior constitution 
 
Posts/news 
 
Website Users 
 
There are several roles: 
Role 
Administrator 
Full power over the site: can invite people, modify the site settings, etc. 
Editor 
Has access to all posts and pages. 
Author 
Can write, upload photos to, edit, and publish their own posts. 
Contributor 
Can write and edit their own posts but can't publish them. 
 
The current users are 
Alan Batchelor – Admin 
Graeme Heward – Editor 
Kirsty 
Polly 
Dave Easton ( Vagrantssquash) 
 
To date most of the changes have been done by Alan 
 
 
Alan Batchelor 
December 2022 



Cheshire Over 65 Inter County Team Report 

Stage 1 Over 65 played at Derbyshire March 22 

The Team of Mike Quartley, Gary Williamson and Geoff Walton won through to the finals beating 
both Derbyshire and Northamptonshire 

Finals 30th April – 1st May 22 

Cheshire took 4 players to the finals in Sheffield. Mike Hickson, Gary Williamson, Mike Quartley and 
Geoff Walton. Our first match was against Northamptonshire whom we beat in stage 1. However, 
they were stronger for the finals. Mike Hickson went on first winning 3-0. Geoff Walton was 
narrowly beat 3-2. It was now up to Gary Williamson to take us to the semi final and he did with a 
sensational 3-1 win. So, onto the semi-final against Hampshire. Mike Quartley stepped in for Mike 
Hickson, both Gary Williamson and Geoff Walton played again. It was a tough match, but all three 
players were up to the job and Cheshire won through to the final.  

The finals were at the Hallamshire club, Cheshire were playing Surrey. Gray Williamson dropped out 
and Mike Quartley stepped in. Geoff Walton went on first but lost. Mike Hickson continued his 
winning streak. It was 1-1, however, Mike Quartley after playing out of his skin narrowly lost 3-2. 

What a fantastic performance by the Cheshire over 65 team winning the silver medal.  
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